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A RAILWAY NOVELI

DAUGHTER OF A MAG

novel
Frank H Spearman and

it Is characterized by the
iTcezy vigor and picturesque style which
have mudo Mr Spoarraan known as tho
author of tho bost railway flctlon In
our literature Readers of Held for
Orders will find in its pages many fa-

miliar Doubleday Calla-
han Duffy and the scono of the story
is tho authors old stamping ground
Medicine Bend It Is the romance of
the Wickiup It is moreover the first
railway novel of any account in Ameri
can fiction

The horolno is tho daughter of the
president of and the hero Is
the construction engineer of tho moun-

tain division Mr Spearman like Kip-
ling approves of the mon who do things
and Glover does things on the Titanic
otherwise the American scale He is
precisely the man

To shake the Iron hand of Fate
And match with Destiny for beers

If the twentieth century hero is the
man who does things tho twentieth cen-
tury heroine is the woman who gets
in his way and transforms his task
from the difficult to the impossible and
Btlncts of his kind woos Gertrude
Brock Is that sort of girl It is a
curious but not unaccountable fact that
men who bridge chasms and tunnel
mountains and scale precipices are apt
to choose for their mates such women
as grow in hothouses and have the
delicate strength of a cultivated bloom
rather than the robust virtues of the
open air Ab Glover true to the in-
stincts of his kind woes Gertrude
Brock the girl who orders out a special
in a blizzard and shudders at the con
sequences and what is more there Isevery reason to suppose that the

was perfectly satisfactory It is
another proof of the old saw that op
posites attract

Very well In the process of remodeling his world for Gertrude Brock
Glover finds his greatest happiness and
Mr Spearman his story It Is a good
story It carries the reader along with
tho rush of an express train behindtime Thero is humor in theparty of sightseers hovering around
Glover at his work demanding chairsand in default of these sitting on blocks
of dynamite to the anguish of the en-
gineer Witness the quaint and demuredrollery of the love scenes at the endIt is salted with humor Just enoughto relieve the intonslty of the dramatic incident

Tho description of the blasting of theCats Paw to remedy the destruction
caused by Rat River is one of the telling episodes of the book and would havo
made a good story Sleepy Cat theEngineers Story It might have been
called If told all by itself The descrip
tion of the rldo of the lovers through
tho blizzard on an engine Is as gOQd uthing as the author has ever written
The book is in fact full of Incident
and there is nothing slow about it Ifyou wQnt to know what the strenuous
life really is Mr Spearman seems tosay go to Medicine Bend

Here Js an example of the way In
which he handles as commonplace an
incident as the blasting of a few hun-
dred yards of rock into a hole The
mountain in the case be it known was
called by the Indians Sleepy Cat be
cause overhanging Rat River It let the
Rat run away Now the Rat had wash
ed out a large hole under an

ledge which hole Glover purposed-
to fill by blasting off the ledge and
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tumbling it In The operation Is thus
pictured-

In the canyon it was already dark
Mon were eating around campfires and
in the narrow strip of eastern sky be-
tween the walls the moon was rising
Work trains with signal lanterns were
moving above and below the break
dumping ballast behind the track lay-
ers At a safe distance from the com
ing blast a dozen headlights from the
roundhouse were being prepared and
the cartlnks from Sleepy Cat were
rigging torches for the night

The blasting powder in twentypound
cons was being passed from hand to
hand to the chargers Score after score
of the compact cans of high explosive
had been packed into the scattered
holes and as if alive to what was com-
ing the chill air of the canyon took on
the Uneasiness of an atmosphere laden
with electricity Mon of the operating
department paced the bench Impatient-
ly and trackmen working below In the
flare of scattered torches looked up
oftener from their shovels to where a
chain of active figures moved on the
face of the cliff Word passed again
and again that the charging was done
but the orders came steadily from the
gloom on the ledge for more powder
until the last pound the engineer called
for had been burled beneath his feet
in the sleeping rock

After a long delay a red light swung
slpwy to and fro on the ledge From
the extreme end of the canyon bolow
the Cuts Paw came tho crash of a
track torpedo answered almost Instant-
ly by a second above the break It was
the warning signal to get Into the clear
There was a buzz and rapid movement
among the laborers In twos and threes
and dozens a ragged procession of lan
trrns and torches they retreated fore-
men urging the laggard until only a
single man at each end of the broken
track kept within sight of the tiny red
lantern on the ledge Again It swung
In a circle and again the torpedoes re-
plied this time all clear The hush of
a hundred voices the silence of the
bars and shovels and picks gave back
to the chill canyon Its loneliness and
the roar of the river rose undisturbed
tc the brooding night

On the ledgo Glover was alone The
final detail he was taking into his own
hands The few that could still com-
mand the point saw the red light mov
ing and beside it a figure vaguely out
lined making Its way When the roll
light naused a spark could be seen a
spluttering blaze would run slowly
from it hesitate flare and die Another
and another of the fuses wore touchod
and passed With quickening steps tier
after tier was covered until those look
ing saw tho red light flung at Wst into
the air It circled high between tho
canyon walls In flight and dropped
like a Into the Rat A muffled re
port from the lower tier was followed
by a heavier and still a heavier one
above A creeping pang shot the heart
of the granite a dreadful awakening-
was upon it

From tho tier of the upmost holes
came at length tho tdrriflo burst of the
heavy mines The travail of an awful
Instant followed The face of the spur
parted from its side toppled an

in the confusion of its rending
and with an appalling crash fell
the river below

The character work is as good as the
description but no one who has read i

the stories of Halley of Jimmle the
Wind of McTorza and of Bucka
needs to be told that fact Loco-
motive headlights signal three and the
eternal stars dance through the tale
a they do in the window of a night
train It IB a great story Now York
Charles Scribnors Sons
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MEDIEVAL STORIES
i r ROUBADOUR TALES by 15v

alQen Stein is a charming
I book of stories dealing with

medieval life Lovers of po-
etry were delighted somu ago with
a slender volume of exquisite verse by
a young Indiana girl and In this prose
work of Miss Stein they will find much
of the beauty of style delicacy of Imagi-
nation and sweetness of spirit which
made her nature poetry beautiful

There are four of the tales each
by a different artist Maxflcld

Punish Virginia Keep B Rosenmeyor
and Edward Edwards have shared the
task of making the and the
result Is piquant and While
apparently written for children the book
will be eagerly read by many grown

The Page of Count Roynaurd deals
with a troubadours contest The Lost
Run with Finland and Its folklore

Count Hugos Sword with a loyal Ht-

UP serving sacrifice for ono Count
Boni and with the quaint
beautiful Christmas customs of Pro-
vence It IB hard to say which is
most delightful Perhaps however this
description of tho preparations for
Christmas in a little Provencal village of
two centuries ago will give as an
Idea of the style as any snore

Everybody was busy hurrying to and
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THE DAUCHTHR OF A MAGNATE Frank IL
Spearman Illwtreted New York Charles

firE5 AND VISIONS Franklin Baldwin W-

lly Boston RMwrd O DmdBcrT-

Cf LOMBA Par Prosper Jlorlwee Edited by
IHniwi Darker WIIllBHiwn Now Tark-
Aniotfc an Hook OoHM aay

AT TiLE RISK OK TUB CURTAIN
Ifowjuri Williams Boston Richard G Dad

trr
7 iAHCK JoMph William Hgclesten Wiuh-

incton Tn Vest PuMbMng Oowpajy-
PERTOTA Pot B Parcc JaldH Kd

New York
Hook

A HISTORY OF Lo
4o Taft BrftlKl br Jhn CL Van Dyke

lIutratp New y rfc The Maomlllan Com-
pany

FL NINO DB LA BOLA Par D dc AJar
Kdiusd by Rudolph New

lock The Americas hook Company
RKYXARD THT FOX Adapted Iv K

SniyDio New York The Peek
Company

I OUEEK PRIMER Clarence V Cleason New
York The American Book Company

Bt 1LDERS OF TIlE BEAUTIFUL If L liner
Sew York Funk Wagnalla Company
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fro gathering garlands of myrtle and
laurel bringing home yule logs with
pretty old soags and ceremonies and In
various Wais making ready for the all
important festival

Not a In Varna but In
manner told coming ot the

blessed birthday and cepoeiaJly wore
there great preparations In the cottage
of the shepherd Pore Mlchaud Thiscottage Covered with white stucco and
thatched with long marxhgrase stoodat the edge of the village olive and
mulberry trees clustered about ita wild Jasmine vine clambered
the doorway while on this particular
morning all around the low projecting
eaves hung a row of tiny wheat sheaves
swinging In the criap December air and
twinkling in the sunlight like a golden
fringe For the Pore Mlchaud had beenup betlmoe making ready tho Christ-
mas feast for the birds which no Pro-
vencal pennant ever forgets at this gra-
cious season and birds knew It for
already dozens of saucy robins and Un

and fieldfares were gathering in
mulberry trees their mouthefairly watering with anticipation

The criche or mimic village of Beth-
lehem which to every peasant of
Provence I a part of Christmas fes-
tivity is thoh described In detail In
deed a valuable element In this little
book is the vividness and truth of its
local color No child can road It with-
out learning something Indianapolis
The BobbsMerrill Company
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BOOKS RECEIVED
mt CROWN BABY BOOK F Strange Kollo

Boston Richard 0 Badger
RELISHES OF RHYME James Lincoln Bos-

ton Richard O Badger
NATlRAL NUMBER PRIMBR David Olbbs

New York The American Book Company
POTPOURRI SPICE AJfD ROSE LEAVES

Miranda Powers Swenson Boston The Cot
ham Press

BUNTS Ema M StolUffi New
York The American Bo k C nptny

LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF JACKS PHILIP
Edgar Stanton Maclay Now York The flake

Taylor Cb
THE MAGIC MANTLE AND OTHER STORIES

Jackson New York M S Greene

TilE QUEST Edward Salisbury Field Boston
Richard G Badger

Marion HarIands Cook Book
A new edition of Marlon Harlanda

Complete Cook Book has appeared re
vised by the author with numerous Il
lustrations and a resplendent turkey on
the cover Mrs Terhuno says In a pref
ace that her contract with her publish-
ers forbids her writing any more workson cooking for ten years Indianapolis
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AND ENGLISH FURNITUREFRENCH
RENCH AND ENGLISH FUR

NITURE by Esther Single

ton is a bulky volume con

taining nn Illustrated history
of the development of different styles
of furniture from the period of Louis
XIII to that of the Empire Perplexed
buyers of furniture old or new who
havo endeavored In vain to fix In their
minds the distinction between
Trelze Louis Quatorze and
Qulhze in tho matter of arm chairs or
to recognize a Sheraton or Chippendale
piece at a glance will find enlighten
mont in Its

The author at some pains to show
how the tasto of each period was de
veloped Thus she explains that the
socalled Queen Anne qiylc was really
formed In the preceding reign and was
due to Dutch Influences which made
Oriental goods fashionable

in dealing with the Empire
that aversion to nil that

savored of previous aristocracy led to
the adoption of severe Greek and Ro
man modols

Tho first chapter describes character-
istic of tho time of Louis XIII
Then come Tho Jacobean Period and
successively tly periods of Queen Anne
the early Georgian styles Louis XV
Chippendale Louis XVI Adam Henpelr
white Shmuton and the Empire It is-

u fascinating book to study
One serious defect however Is to be

noted in the arrangement oC the
and it Is one which could easily

havo been avoided namely tho difficulty-
of making connections between pictures
and text The illustration of a Chippen-
dale sofa for N Instance referred to
ten pages further on perhaps as No
5 in plate XXXVIII anti one must hunt
up the reference to know what the pic-

ture moans The lustrations of which
there are Several on each plate could
oasjly have boon accompanied by a
brief explanation printed at the bottom
of the vlato or on the tissue flyleaf
existing arrangement is simply a nuis-
ance and keeps one turning leaves

So far as the text Is concerned how-
ever it Ih all that could be aakyjd No
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book on the subject of furniture recent-
ly printed gives a clearer Idea of the
salient features of the various styles
In each chapter there Is a picture of
a typical room of the period showing
how furniture hangings and
woodwork all corresponded

The book is to make tho
average householder conscious of the
villainous taste which dictates the con-

struction of the average American
dwelling and of halt the furniture
which is to be had in shops and this
divine discontent Is needed It we are
over to see any Improvement on the
present state of things

The salient Chippendale characteristic
the author considers to bo this

It cannot fall to strike anyone who
examines Chippendales designs carefully
that he was beyond everything else a
carver and n decorator Although

most particular about proportion
and joinery he took the greatest de
light in ornamentation caring far more
fOI his ornate carving and swags of
drapery than for his wood or his mate-
rials Indeed he nearly always desires
hi handsome pieces to be gilded or
painted or Japanned and he says noth
ing whatever about textiles although
his beds and sofas with canopies are so
dependent upon festoons and curtains
for their effect

During the early Georglali period low-
ers of the earlier style were possessed of
a violent disgust for the conglomera
tion of fanciful fashion which came in
Dwellings of this period wcr also con-
demned by tho conservatives for their

The author quotes Lord
on Burlington House

PlccadUIv
Possessed of one groat of state

Without a room to sleep
She continues

mordant wit also satirizes an
other residence at Chiswick owned by
Lord Burlington which was built abut
173 after the modol of the celebrated
villa of the worshiped Palladia Ac-
cording to Hervcy It was too smith
to live In and too largo to hang to a
watch Burlington designed mansions
for others also One of belonging
to General Wade in Cook Street pro-
voked Walpole to say It Is worse con
trived in the inside th wi is conceivable-
all to humour the beauty in front Lord
Chesterfield also sugseU vit As the gen

carts
calculated

I

I

I

c1l comfort

r hal
I

Tills

the

he-

ns

I

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

<
¬
¬

<

<

OTHER REVIEWS OF THE WEEK
Christy and Longfellow

T
HE COURTSHIP OF MILES

STANDISH with drawing
by Howard Chandler Christy
Is among the holiday books

and very handsomely printed and bound
It is It Is true that relative promi-
nence of Mr Longfellows name and
Mr Chplstyrs on the cover might
the ignorant to think that the
was written around the pictures but It
is to b supposed that even in this
day most people know who Longfellow
was

The illustrations which are
the Puritan maiden

lover at all sUigas of their courtship
also some Puritans and an Indian The
Indian is the only member of the cast
who does not look like a member of a
college dramatic club dressed up for
private theatricals and even he might

for one of the Carlisle Indian foot
ball if he were dressed that way

with Mr Christys Hhn
tnitlonn IB that he has too few models
Ho never draws anything but the typ
mail Christy man who looks like Rich-
ard Harding Davis and nan moustache
smooth face or beard as the exigencies
of the moment may dictate It Is Im-
possible to say what this artist would
do if required to draw on short no-
tice some character who could not pos
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sibly be made to look like Richard
Harding Davis He might commit

pla of his Is evident Ir his Il-

lustrations to The Courtship of Miles
StandIsh Miles Standlsh John Al
den the Plymouth men In tho back-
ground even the Indian are all rela-
tives and belong to the san college
fratemity Prlscllln well one Is

to believe it is Prlscilla but a
portrait of her hi signed by Howard
ChJfrtdlBf Christy in such large let-
ters that it would vake but little Imag-
ination to fancy this the name of the
portrait and the model Mr Christy
masquerading In a Puritan cap and ker
chief and rocking at himself in the
gla 6 There is nuthlng feminine about
PrlHcIUu but the upward tilt of the chin
and some youths have thatIndianapolis The BobbsMcrrill Com-
pany

The Star Fairies
The Star Fairies by Edith Ogden

Harrison Mrs Carter Harrison a
charming book of fairy tales itt the
same style as the authors book of lastyear Prince Sllverwings which met
with deserved success The Illustrations-
by Lucy Fitch Perkins are partly in
color and In black and white
There are fanoiful graceful
and brimming with thoughts
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oral could not live in it to his ease he
had better take a house over against-
it and look at

The discomfort of the Interior ar-
rangement of even the most magnificent
houses built at the beginning of this
period Is attested by rrjore than one
writer at Blenheim as fol-
lows

Sir sir heres the grand approach
This is for his Graces coach
There lies the bridge and heres the

clock
Observe the and the cock
The the colonnade
The chimneys are so well designed

never smoke in any wind
The gallerys contrived for walking
The windows retire and talk In

council chamber for debate
And alt the rest are room of state
Thanks sir cried I tis very fine
But where dye sleep or where dye

dine-
I find by all you have been telling
That tis a house but not a dwelling

In 1756 Isaac Ware speaks bit-
terly of the degeneracy of Modern taste
and attacks those who flf w Intu every
absurdity that the scope of things could
afford Of this we see Instances In
many expensive works which stand and
will stand to disgrace our country and
we have models of them and of others
as ridiculous proposed for Imitation We
have seen architecture a science found
ed upon the roundest principles dis-
graced by ignorant caprice and fashion
very lately attempted It would be
well if we could not say attempts now
to undermine and destroy us by the ca

of France and by the whims of
China

i angey stys of the cabinetmaking of
this period

The evil genius that so presides over
cabinetmakers as to direct them to

In such a pertinacious and stupid
manner that t the rules of architecture
from whence all beautiful proportions
arc deduced are unworthy of their re
gard I am at a loss to discover ex
cept Murcea the Goddess of Sloth
that part and r g thus Influenced
to conceal their dronlsh lowlife inca-
pacities and prompt them with the foe
In the fable to pronounce grapes sour
that ripen out of their reach

At this time tis a very great diff-
iculty to find one in fifty of them that
can make a bookcase etc

true after any of the five
without being obliged to go to a
for to set out the work and make his
templets to

What these critics have
said had encountered specimens of

uiYork McClure Phillips Co

I
It

t

I

Pop

I

lon

t

and

price

act

order

worK

taste the New

The

per-
severe

indispensa-
bly

American seventies

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

The Craftsman1
The Craftsman for December Is

full of all sorts of delightful
about handicraft One of the
teresting articles Is about Robert Jarvie a business man of Chicago with aliking for handmade things who hashimself made many candlesticks andother metallic articles from his own
designs Another article describes theHlngham Arts and Crafts movement

For Childrens Reading
St Nicholas for January contains

tho second sketch of THe Signs of Old
London by Julian King Colford with
some exceedingly interesting
tions An Officer of the
Elliott Flower Is a story of the reform
of a Juvenile gang The Bad Tem-
per of the Is an unusually
charming by Marian
and The Little Boy Is
delightful Dorothy and Jim stories by
Alice Gertrude Field Albert Bigelow
Paine contributes a characteristic
sketch called Jack an Me A par-

ticularly bright bit of verso by A Fitch
jr is called Ough Und an amusing
narrative poem by Margaret Johnson
entitled Amnes and His Cat will de-
light small readers There are a good
many other bright things in this num-
ber to be discovered by investigation
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THEODORE LESCHETIZKY
iHEQDORE LESCHETIZKY

it by the Countess Angelo Po
i toaka slstorhilaw to

mous teacher of the piano is
a book which will have an especial In-

terest for students of music It Is I-

llustrated with numerous portraits and
the simplicity and grace of Its style as
well as the Interest of tho subject make
it delightful reading

The author says In her Introduction
speaking of Leschotlzkys series of
piano pieces called of My
Youth

It occurred to mo that what he set
down in music I might put down as

When one has a distinguished
brothorlnlaw whose name has sounded
through tho whole musical world one
naturally desires to talk of him a lit-

tle especially as so much has been
recklessly reported with so little founda-
tion In

The In a biography with
which one can no fault The nat
ratlve contains many Interesting

without being swampod by a bur-
den of them there is a good deal about
the musicians private life not too
much an admirable and model
atlon Is noticeable throughout-

An incident illustrating the intensity
of Leschetlzkys devotion to his work is
found In an early chapter While yet
hoTilly more than a boy he heard
Schulhoft play and the strong Impres-
sion made by this experience Is de
scribed by him as follows

After trying the piano and preluding
a little he Schulhoff began a

of his Le Chant du Berger Un-
der his hands the piano seemed like an
other instrument Seated In a
my heart was overflowing
dcfscrlbablo emotions as I listened Not-
a note escaped me I began to foresee-
a new style f playing That melody
standing out in bold relief that wonder
ful sonority all this must be due to a
new and entirely different touch And
that cantabile a legato such as I had
not dreamed possible on the piano a
human volee rising above the sustaining
harmonies r could hoar time shepherd
sing and see Then a strange thing
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I happened He had finished and hud
awakened no response There was no
enthusiasm They were all so

to brilliant technical display that
the pure beauty of the composition anti
Interpretation was not appreciated It
was the first time that an artist played
small things in which mechanical diff-
iculties word not evident Dassauer
coming toward me with a slight sneer
of disapproval on his face asked me
what I thought of it Still very much
moved I answered It is the playing
of tho future Then they asked me to
Play and yielding to the persuasion of
Schnlhoff himself I did so After my
brilliant execution I had a real triumph
but apart from the fact that I consid-
ered this In bad taste on Schulhoffs
account I felt a great poverty of soul
In myself and cordially detested my own
success Overwhelmed with a sense of
Inadequacy and unable to contain my-
self I fled to the farthest room and
burst Into tears SchulhoflTs playing
was a revelation to me From that day-
I tried to find that touch I thought of
It constantly and studied the five lIngers
diligently to learn the method of its pro-
duction I practiced incessantly some-
times even on the table top striving to
attain finn finger tips and a light wrist
which J felt to be the means to my end
I kept that beautiful sound well in my
mind and it made tho driest work in
teresting I played only exercises
abandoning all kinds of pieces
At the end of three months I went back
to my work feeling less dry I had at-
tained my result

This is a somewhat remarkable story
to be told of a youth not yet twenty
years of age

There are of course many incidents-
of great composers and other notable
folk in the hook Some of them con
corn Leschetizkys most famous pupil
Paderewskl of whose debut the author
saysI remember the night that Leach
etlzky brought out his brilliant pupil
Ignace PaderewBkl His performance-
of an original theme and variations was
not greeted with special favor Indeed
some local musicians were beard to
remark that the young man did not
seem to promise much But his keener
master envious criticism with
tho now unanswerable statement Ah
my dear you will have to get

to hearing that young mans
name
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Countess Potooka further says of
Paderewskl

My mother was very fond of him
and loved to have him come in un
announced which lie Jften did sitting
down at the piano while the table was
being laid for dinner going over diff-
icult passages in compositions he was
studying or improvising with such
bravura that vmy mother would laugh
ingly insist our piano could not

withstand the terrific onslaught
Since he has made a fortune he has

abundantly proved to thc world thatsympathy and greatheartedness known
only to Ills friends In the days of his
poverty Walking along Wahrlnger
Strasse one evening I noticed Pader
ewski standing before an open booth
and was surprised to see him purchase
a Christmas tree gaily decorated with
pink paper roses and shining green
leaves a box of sweetmeats and a
quantity of toys Coming closer the
mystery was solved Two small raga-
muffins standing with legs far apart
hands deep in pockets silent but for
an awkward inarticulate gratitude ex-
pressed on theIr faces were to be the
recipients Paderewskl explained that
the hungryeyed urchins storing at a
prosperous housewife making her
Christmas purchases had too much
for stoicism

Of Annette Esslpoff Leschetizkys sec
ond wife Countess Patocka saysr

She was full of delightful contrasts-
an artist and a woman of the world
serious and witty interested in science
and devoted to childlike games
Her Improvisations alone or with Fader
ewskl at another piano were so

that they made one wish not to
dance at all but rather to sit by and
listen 1 remember a performance of
Haydns Kinder Symphonic arranged
by Esslpoff She herself played a
wooden clapper I a pasteboard flute
Paderewskl at the piano and one vio-
lin being the only serious Instruments
Notwithstanding the peculiar combina
tion our audience was kind enough to
enjoy the performance we were oven
asked to repeat it some time later

Altogether the glimpses which this
book affords of what may be called the
coast of Bohemia are very fascinating
Most of us will confess to sharing the
predilection of Kiplings AngloIndian
heroine for men who do things and
surely the musician Is one of those men
Now York Century Company
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STORIES BY RIIS
OF THE

l a book of some
bulk and many illustrations
might be called the first ex-

cursion of Jacob Rils Into the world of
fiction but for one thing it is not tic

Though some of the chapters are
In story form It Is all genuine tact

and therein lies its charm The enthu
siasm vigor and warmth of heart so
characteristic of Mr Rils are to be seen
as plainly here as In his How the
Other Halt Lives Had tho book ap-

peared anonymously It have
hailed as unusually realistic slum
tion Coming from an author of known
experience and truthfulness it can only
be regarded as a valuable collection of
human documents and a capital bit of
literature withal

Of the way In which it came Into be-
ing the author says

I have been asked a many
times in the last dozen would
not write an East Side novel and I
have sometimes had much difficulty In
convincing the publishers that I meant
it when I said I would not Yet the
reason Is plain I cannot I wish I could
There are some facts one can bring
home much more easily than otherwise
by wrapping them In fiction But I
never could invent even a small part
of a plot The has to come to me
complete before I can tell It The
stories printed in this volume came to
me in the course of may work as police
reporter for nearly a quarter of a

and were printed in my paper
It may be worth while to recall in this

connection the cutting observations of
James L Ford on the subject of East
Side literature Mr Ford wrote on this
about the time Gallagher appeared
and Its author got himself personally
into a scrape nex r recorded In
by his blunders In describing
settlement The contempt of Mr
Ford for of Davis Is with
out limit and he ascribes the vogue and
the deflclences of these writers to the
Ignorance of a public which habitually
regards magazine literature as far

to newspaper literature He
says reporting an Imaginary conversa
tion between a young reporter and some
magazine writers at a reception

One of the young literary men will
go on to say in proof of his theory

the literary poverty of New York
the magazines have already pub-

lished a great many articles and stories
about the Bowery and the East Side
and have in fact quite covered the
without enriching the literature of
day to any very noticeable degree All
of which Is perfectly true but the re-

sults might have been different had the
work been Intrusted in each case to a
writer who was familiar with the

instead of to one whose only quali-
fication was that he had mastered the
art of writing matter suitable for maga-
zines or In other words literature
An exception to this rule and a notable
one too was made in the case of Jacob
A Rlis

This was written about ten years ago
since which time stories even more
weird than Davis have appeared In the
magazines togethe with more or less
sinewy fiction purporting to be of

life In contrast to the paint and
tinsel and limelight of this type of lie

Mr Rita simple little tales take
the aspect of masterpieces

They are thoroughly good every one of
them

Nothing is too fine or heroic for the
virile language of this reporterauthor-
no cause Is too Insignificant for his
great generous heart to There Is
a stirring chapter In the the fire-

man full of moving incidents and
deeds and at the end of it is this

When a fireman grows old he is re
on half pay for the rest of his
When a horse that has run with

the heavy engines to fires by night and
by day for perhaps ten or fifteen years
Is worn out it is sold to a huckster
perhaps or a contractor to slave for
him until it is fit only for the boneyard
Tile city receives a paltry two or three
thousand dollars s year for this rank
trflac ry anti pockets the blood money
without a protest
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A NAVY NOVEL
SPIRIT OF THE SER

by Edith Elmer
Is a brilliant bit of fic-

tion not quite like anything
else In this seasons It deals with
navy life almost and gives
a vivid description of the sentiments
and experiences of navy women during
the war with Spain It ought to Interest
a large class of readers purely for that

The description of the journey of the
wife of Captain Cartwright with her
little grandson to be near her husbands
ship in Hongkong Is on of the best

In the book and one travels
from to Japan and then to
China with the indomitable woman liv-

ing over with her the memory of those
years of her young matronhood when
she followed the ships with her little
dauchtcr and waited for her husband
wherever he might be It is easy to see
the yellowhaired sailor boy inheritor of
navy traditions playing at war in the
hotels The author shows him thus

There were mornings when Wriggles
was too much absorbed playing Span-

ish war In his room at the hotel to go
out at all He used all sorts of
nut shells on the wash basin
paper boatsr on the table or his

shoes on the floor But though
the of the ships and the
manner varied greatly there
was never but one end to these battles

the complete Annihilation of the Span
lab squadron

For quarter for quarter the
Spaniard then cried he

Wriggles would chant adopting to
his purpose an old song his

had taught him
Blow high blow low for so sailed we
Oh your ship ihatt be your coMa and your

grave shall be the sea
doyrn along the coast of the High lIar
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ore stories here to make one
cry and shudder stories of

the poor time helpless the heroic the
criminal the multifarious life of New
York as the reporter sees It day by
day Sometimes the laughter and tears
are very near together as In the
ter which tells of the Christmas
sent to the hospital on North Brother
Island the hospital for contagious

It ends thus
girl with a rubber doll in

a red woolen Jacket a combination to
make the perspiration run right off one
with the humidity at 9S looks wist-
fully down from the second story bal
coqy of the smallpox pavilion as the
doctor goes past with last sheep
tucked under his arm

But though it ever so loudly
it Is not tor hor bound for the
white tent on the Shunned even
here where sits a watcher gas

wistfully all day toward the city
has passed out of his life Per-

chance It may bring to him a message
the faraway home where the

birds sang for him and waves anti
the flowers spoke to unclean
had not been written his
Of all on the Pest Island ho
hopeless He Is leper and his sen-
tence is that of a llvlrijr death a
strange land

The Difficulties of st Deacon Is the
one piece ot pure humor In the book
It is a rollicking piece of fun told with
the intense relish which a Jolly whole
souled man has for a Joke on
There is poetry In the chapter
winter In New York and black tragedy
In Nigger Marthas Wake Cat
Took the Kosher Meat Is hardly more
than a sketch but It Is great So Is

A Story of Bleccker Street The
book Is In fact BO rich In good things

It Is difficult to select even two
for especial mention

Mr BUs Is not one of those philan-
thropists who investigate conditions
merely to say how dreadful It all Is and
then leave as they are He la
continually for remedies and
when found they are exploited In the
last chapter of this book is an account
of an interesting experiment which has
been made by Jews In this country oy
taking them and their Industries out of
the city Into rural districts He says In
conclusion

The attempt to colonize Jewish im-
migrants had two objects to relieve the
man and to drain the Ghetto In this
last it failed In eighteen years 1200
families had been out In five
months Just this 12000
came to stay In New York city The
number of Immigrant Jews during those

was 15233 of whom 3 a
The the

Ghetto passed already 250000 It was
like trying to ball out the ocean The
HIrsch Fund people saw It and took
another Instead of arguing wljt

to take the stvp
they dreaded they tried to perrti

to move out of the cf
the workers to fpllo

their
bring out orje and bt t

for his hands The arimehiwas that the clothing industry
the Ghetto by binding ItJeut

to tenement manufacture
The Ghetto with Its crowds and

competition the sweat-
shop in turn with bad concH

that disturb the trade To move
out is at once to kill the

Ghetto and the sweatshops and to re-
store the industry to healthy ways
This argument Is correct The economic

by such an exodus are equally
provided the philanthropy that

scrupulous employes from taking ad
to prevent the old slum conditions being
reproduced in the new and un

it will maintain watch
of the Isolation of their

With this chance removed strikes
are not so readily fomented by

The manufacturer
the worker a steady Job

The young are removed from the con-

taminations of the tenements The ex-

ptriment was Interesting but the frac
tion of a cent that was added by the
freight to the cost of manufacture killed
it The moved back and the
crowds New York The

Company
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The Inability of the outsider to un-

derstand the spirit of the service Is

thus rather amusingly illustrated in an
early chapter likely to enlighten some
of these same outsiders on the twisted
ness of their views

Mrs Cartwright was so cheerful so
optimistic so positively eager for the

that In some quarters she was
accused of heartlessness Yet no

one who understood her devotion to her
husband could doubt that if she was
willing to expose him to Spanish bul
lets it was the supremest proof she
could give of her patriotism and that
she would have exposed herself to them
with far greater cheerfulness

Among those most firmly
Mrs Cartwrlghts
was an old maiden aunt of the captains
who ever since the destruction of the
Maine had been writing him frantic let
ters urging him to resign his

These letters pierced like rays oC
through the tragic gloom ot

the atmosphere and afforded the Cart
wrights infinite amusement

To have characterized the old lads
attitude as either cowardly or dishonor
able would have been to wrong her u
tar guilelessness Reasons slipped from
her ungrasping mentality as easily cs-
from an insistent childs Finding hr
appeal to her nephew without result
she had written to his wife who she
took it for granted would share her
feelings She never got over the shock
of Mrs Cartwrlghts reply She ha 1

always before supposed that Clara lov1
her husband But now It was all toi
evident that she did not Poor Jullul
It was doubtless his wifes Indlfferenca
that made him so willing to be killed

Some of the very people who shrunk
terrified from the thought of war with
Spain and prayed for peace with dis-
honor or anything else so It
peace may have forgotten their
hysterics but if so they will find re-
minders here The book deserves t
be kept as a faithful study of Ameri-
can naval life at that time if for no
other reason The character drawing Is
well done and the style clear cut forci
ful and terse Moreover there Is humor
In nearly every page York The
Macmlllan Company
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